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Top Ten ArTs-In-ed progrAms for december
Favorite programs among Suffolk school districts 

Some Artists have more than one popular program

DISTRICT STARS
Here is some of the recent feedback we’ve received for Arts-in-Education and Exploratory Enrichment programs. Your online evaluations are an 
invaluable resource for Eastern Suffolk school districts. Thanks so much to the following ‘district stars’ for sharing their views.

NYC Broadway Theatre Tickets and Museums visits,  
both of which are Pre-Pays,

are part of Arts in Education! You can find your favorite shows  
in our catalog and do a contract request for these activities  

for your students through our office!

Title Artist/Art Organization Website Target Audience

Given a Second Chance Robert Aliano givenasecondchance.com 5-12

Happy Holidays Around the World Bierko Productions LLC www.bethandscott.net PreK-6

Frosty the Snowman Broadhollow Players Ltd. www.broadhollow.org PreK-2

Encore!! Chamber Theatre Productions www.chambertheatre.com 6-12

Dancing Classrooms CoDance Co, Inc. www.dancingclassroomsli.org 4-8

My Christmas Elf the Musical CM Performing Arts Center www.cmpac.com PreK-5

Bubbles LI Children’s Museum www.licm.org PreK-5

A Charlie Brown Christmas Plaza Theatrical Productions www.plazatheatrical.com K-6

Holiday Group Drumming Saragail Benjamin – 
     Words & Music LLC www.saragailbenjamin.com  1-12

The Nutcracker Westhampton Beach 
     Performing Arts Center www.whbpac.org K-5

Jump Up (It’s a Good Day) – Brady Rymer and the Little Band that Could – Brady Rymer
Our school has been working with a behavior program and Brady’s presentation, which taught self-awareness, supported it. This was the best 
assembly our school has had in a very long time. The whole program was interactive and the children were engaged. – Hoon, Grade 1 teacher, 
Edna Louise Spear ES, Port Jefferson
The program was also presented in Remsenburg/Speonk.

Improving Percussion Instruction & Performance – Jason Giachetti
Jason has really overhauled our percussion section. We were so thrilled to work with him. He is reliable, prompt and very well prepared. His 
musicality is outstanding. – Dr. Kim Lowenborg-Coyne, director of Music and Fine Arts, North Babylon
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Be Smart about Your Health – Babylon Breast Cancer Coalition
The “Be Smart” program raises student awareness of toxins and chemicals in our everyday environment, and helps students learn how to reduce 
exposure and protect their health. The presentations support the Grade 5 science curriculum with regard to health and wellness, as well as the area 
of environmental science and the nature of chemical substances. It was an excellent delivery of information – interactive and engaging. Students 
participated enthusiastically and gained valuable knowledge to share with friends and family. – Amy Lester, Grade 5 science teacher,  
Southampton IS, Southampton

Poeartistry: Bullying Prevention Through Self Definition – Gregory M. Singer
Students were actively engaged. The program promoted positive self-image, goal setting and good citizenship. –  Lois Scarlato, Grade 8 social studies 
teacher, Central Islip
The topic of the presentation is extremely relevant and age appropriate. –  Thomas Gordon, Grade 8 math teacher, Ralph Reed MS, Central Islip
Social skills can be an obstacle for many of my students. This presentation focused on these essential components of child development. My 
curriculum focuses on English Language Arts skill as well as a variety of other skills, some mandated by the state. My curriculum also includes: 
character building/self-esteem, adolescent development and overall social growth through reading nonfiction and fictional works and oral discussion.
Mr. Singer’s presentation was spot on for what I try to incorporate on a daily basis (in and out of the classroom) along with my state mandated 
curriculum, especially for this age group. –  Scott Tolin, Grade 8 English Teacher, Ralph Reed MS, Central Islip
My students were engaged and attentive. The presenter’s slides, photos and poems were powerfully motivating and kept students engaged. I would 
recommend his presentation, which presented language engagement, clarity of thought and sharing of ideas. Students attempted to create their 
own Poems/ Identity/ Name pieces. Mr. Singer is great! –  Anne Beyrer, ELA teacher, Ralph Reed MS, Central Islip

Native American Cultures of the Eastern Woodlands – Journeys into American Indian Territories
The children get a wealth of knowledge from this program. They show what they know about the Eastern Woodland Indians, and then, Bob and 
Jamie enhance their prior knowledge with amazing artifacts, hands-on activities, and wonderful information. It adds so much to our Native American 
social studies unit! Thanks so much for a wonderful program! –  Ashley Silvering, Grade 4 teacher, Blue Point ES, Bayport-Blue Point
Smithtown teachers and students always look forward to this engaging program. Thank you for bringing our study of Iroquois alive for the students. 
–  Susan Rodichok, Grade 4 teacher, Smithtown ES, Smithtown
The program was also presented in Cold Spring Harbor, Commack, Hauppauge, and Sachem.

Be a District Star…
Your school can be featured in District Stars. Just submit an online evaluation for recent arts-in-education and exploratory enrichment programs. In 
addition, we encourage schools to send us a summary paragraph, describing the program’s impact on student learning and curriculum connection, 
and/or a digital photo to Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Long IsLand aIE nEws

Former Cold Spring Harbor Arts Rep Funded  
for Arts-Literacy Project
Patricia Lannes, former director of education at the Nassau 
County Museum of Art and Cold Spring Harbor PTA 
Cultural Arts representative, has received funding by the 
Institute of Museums Services (IMLS) and the American 
Alliance of Museums (AAM) for an ongoing project that is 
near and dear to her heart: Cultures and Literacy through 
Art for the 21st Century (CALTA21). CALTA21’s vision is to 
create a dynamic environment where museums can provide authentic, 
meaningful and engaging experiences to immigrant communities, and 
where learning, enjoyment and civic engagement can support the 
development of the individual’s voice. Ms. Lannes is the founder and 
project director of CALTA21.

As a native from Uruguay and chair-elect on the board of directors of 
the AAM’s Latino Network, Ms. Lannes is committed to using museum 

learning spaces to give voice to adult immigrants. 
Her past professional experiences also include 
working with Queensborough Community College 
and other SUNY Community Colleges to unite 
museums and institutions of higher education 
to empower Adult English Speakers of other 
languages (ESOL). Ms. Lannes was highlighted in 
the American Alliance of Museums weekly update 
for a video she made of a student’s final evaluation 

of the program. To view, visit https://vimeo.com/84696745

The CALTA21 project hopes to serve as a national model and catalyst 
for the empowerment of adult immigrants and their family through 
collaborations among museums, institutions of higher education and 
literacy organizations. To learn more about CALTA21, visit  http://www.
calta21.org/PowerPoints from some of the sessions, can be found at 
www.aep-arts.org/events/aep-2015-national-forum/
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natIonaL aIE nEws

arts IntEgratIon nEws

Integrating the Arts: Where to Begin?
While integrating the arts into the curriculum has many benefits, the 
process can be daunting for classroom teachers. To help teachers get 
started, Amanda E. Koonlaba, a visual arts teacher, chose three visual 
artists to use in different subject areas for a recent Education Week article. 
For example, the artwork Broadway Boogie Woogie by Piet Mondrian 
provides math and language connections, according to Ms. Koonlaba. And 
Leonardo da Vinci’s notebooks can teach brainstorming as a springboard 
for creativity and innovation. She suggests a project that integrates the 
notebooks into history, science, math and language arts. To read the full 
article, visit http://www.edweek.org/tm/articles/2015/02/24/3-visual-
artists-and-tricks-for-integrating-the-arts.html

Arts Integration: Giving Voice to Students  
and the Community
The impact of art integration on test scores is well publicized. For example, 
in a recent article entitled “How Integrating Arts In other Subjects Makes 
Learning Come Alive,” Katrina Schwartz reports a 59% increase in math 
proficient on state standardize test among third-graders who were part 
of an arts integration experiment. However, some schools are realizing 
the benefits go beyond test scores, reaching students and the community 
in new ways.

Arts integration “goes beyond deeper meaning and analytical thinking,” 
says Elizabeth Peterson, a Grade 4 teacher at Cashman ES in Amesbury, 
MA. Her students are more invested in learning when they are asked 
to pull ideas from their own experience. “Arts Integration seems to be 
the best form of differentiation out there because it taps into so many 
different interests and abilities and forms of learning.”

Students aren’t the only ones who are being reached in new ways 
through arts integration, according to the Mind/Shift article. Bobby 
Riley, principal at The Integrated Arts Academy (IAA) at H.O. Wheeler in 
Burlington, VT, reports that arts integration has impacted the community 
outside of school. The student body at the magnet school consists of a 
large number of students from low income (95% received free lunch) 
families, a large refugee population, and many ELL students. Since its 
adoption, Mr. Riley says the program is helping parents from immigrant 
communicates connect with the school. “Art is a big part of many of their 
cultures…they appreciate that experience,” he told Ms. Schwartz. “I 
think they like the community vibe of the school.” To read the full article, 
visit http://ww2.kqed.org/mindshift/2015/01/13/how-integrating-arts-
into-other-subjects-makes-learning-come-alive/

Workplace Success: The 4 Cs May Not Be Enough
Success in the 21st Century workplace may depend on more than skills in 
the 3 Rs and the 4 Cs (Communications, Collaboration, Critical Thinking 
and Creativity), according to Ann McMullan. In a recent e-School news 
article, Ms. McMullan adds the following five must-have 21st Century:

 •  Self-Direction – Top-down management and decades in the same 
job are things of the past. Future employees are going to be “required 
to drive their own learning.”

 •  Evidence-Based Thinking – “Empowering students to support or 
refute ideas” as well as “using concrete evidence based on reliable 
data and findings” is vital to acquiring entrepreneurial skills.

 •  Persistence – Teachers should cultivate a strong belief in the “power 
of effort and hard work” among their students.  

 •  Calculated Risk-Taking – Once all the options have been 
weighed, students must be prepared to take risk and respond to the 
consequences. “Failure, as many teachers are realizing, is a powerful 
learning tool.”

 •  Tolerance for Ambiguity – Things aren’t always black or white. 
“It’s important for students to develop the skills to think through 
ambiguous situations.”

To read the full article, including strategies for developing these five skills, 
visit http://www.eschoolnews.com/2015/11/12/21st-century-skills-402/2/

Doctors Explore the Arts (and Their Humanity)  
in Medical School 
Doctors, not unlike educators, have faced mounting expectations and 
pressures in their profession life since the start of the current millennium. 
For doctors, the expectations include providing health care that is 
standardized, technology-driven, and sub-specialized as well as fast-
paced and streamlined. A growing number of medical schools think 
medical students also need to hone their observation and empathy skills. 
Consequently, schools are requiring future doctors to take arts-related 
classes. The goal isn’t to turn doctors into artists, Dr. Kenneth Ludmerer, 
a professor of medicine at Washington University School of Medicine, 
recently told the Boston Globe. Instead, it’s a “tool to help doctors 
understand people and their conditions.” Harvard recently joined the list 
of medical schools (including Yale, Brown, Columbia, and Pennsylvania 
State College of Medicine) that currently requires arts and humanities 
classes for graduation. To read more, visit https://www.bostonglobe.com/
business/2015/11/02/harvard-joins-growing-trend-arts-education-med-
schools/nra9CQHb1h0Zfmz3x8bPNO/story.html
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arts advocacy

Arts Education: Making It a Reality, Not Just a Law
TIn California, schools are required to provide music, art, theater and 
dance at every grade level. However, thousands of students don’t have 
access to arts classes because of budget cuts and the focus on academics 
and test results. At a recent hearing on improving arts education, arts 
advocates—including state legislators, administrators, educators and 
parents—grappled with new ways to increase compliance with the law. 

According to Lupita Cortez Alcala, deputy superintendent of the 
California Department of Education, school districts aren’t intentional 
ignoring the state law. “They realize how important it is, [but] they’re 
just feeling really overwhelmed,” she said. Senator Ben Allen, chairman 

of the Legislature’s Joint Committee on the Arts, suggested that school 
districts need help to put good arts programs in place. 

Other solutions offered at the hearing included professional learning 
opportunities, funding to share best practices, making sure teachers 
are certified to teach in the arts, and publicly disclosing schools’ 
level of compliance with state law. “Persuasion has not worked and 
persuasion will not work in the future,” stressed Carl Schafer, a veteran 
arts educator. “The only solution is to require compliance.” To view full 
article, visit http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-ln-hearing-on-
arts-education-20151106-story.html

rEsIdEncy rEvIEws

There’s A Little Piece of Each Student in Mosaic Mural
by Katrina Rocha

When students at Chippewa ES (Sachem) arrive at school, they are greeted by a very 
special mosaic mural. For the students who worked collaboratively to create the beautiful 
mosaic, entitled “7 Habits Tree,” they see a little piece of themselves. 

The project, which was led by visiting artist Esther Tollen, exposed the students to a new 
medium. Esther and her team were incredibly professional and showed such knowledge, 
experience and passion for their work. The enriching experience created memories for the 
students that are likely to last a lifetime. I believe the students will be able to point out the 
specific areas of the mural they helped to create and bring to life many years from now.

Katrina Rocha is the Art Teacher at Chippewa Elementary in Sachem Central School District.

CALL FOR REVIEWS OF RESIDENCY PROGRAMS

Residencies offer some of the most valuable Arts-in-Education experiences, giving students ongoing, sustained learning with artists and 
specialists in the arts fields. To honor the value of residencies, ESBOCES Arts-in-Ed will highlight these types of experiences in this monthly 
newsletter. Please send us a few paragraphs, photos (if available, and always w/ releases, please) to help us herald the residencies you are 

offering your students. Email Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

Mark your caLEndar…
January 27-30.   International Performing Arts for Youth Showcase. Montreal.  www.ipayweb.org

April 1.    LI Media Arts Show. Five Towns College.  http://esboces.org/Page/306   
Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

April 7-8.   Teaching Artist/Cultural Partner Institute. By application.  Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org

April 29.   LI Student Shakespeare Festival. Five Towns College.  Contact Jeff Dailey at dpmusicart@aol.com

May 18.   Conference for Kids. Suffolk Community College Riverhead Campus.  Contact Carol Brown at cbrown@esboces.org
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Editors
Susan Neale      Diane Bloxon      Carol Brown 

www.esboces.org/AIE

Please submit articles and items of interest to
Carol Brown: cbrown@esboces.org

631-286-6989  (voice)

631-286-6991  (fax)

Quote of Month

“Imagination and creativity are not the same. Creativity is imagination in action.”

– Sir Ken Robinson

EdItorIaL staff:

WEB VIEWS

LONG ISLAND’S REPTILE GUY INTERVIEWED BY ABC
Erik the Reptile Guy and Erik’s Edventure were recently highlighted in an ABC Interview. Erik spoke about reptiles, his work with school-age children 
and his humanitarian work in Madagascar. To view the video clip, visit http://abc7ny.com/1083664/

BUSINESSES TURN TO THE ARTS TO REACH CONSUMERS
There’s been a lot written about the value of an arts-enriched education to prepare tomorrow’s workforce. Recently, Americans for the Arts 
turned its attention to the creative messaging in the business world. In “‘C is for…’ Creative Messaging through the Arts,” Stacy Lasner looks at 
businesses that use the arts to get their message across. Case in point: Kaiser Permanente. The nonprofit healthcare plan has teamed up with a 
children’s theater to create performances that address obesity prevention and other health issues. Read more at http://blog.americansforthearts.
org/2015/11/19/%E2%80%9Cc-is-for%E2%80%9D-creative-messaging-through-the-arts

HOW-TO’S FOR BUILDING CREATIVE CONFIDENCE IN CHILDREN
How can we build ‘create confidence’ in children? Designer Sally Madsen offers tips and strategies for encouraging creativity in a recent article.  
For example, she says children should be taught to “value empty time so that they can look within themselves  –  instead of to the nearest adult  
–  for ideas about what to do next.” To read more ideas, visit https://medium.com/ideo-stories/building-creative-confidence-in-kids-8d65ac164156#.
b1icztmgs

BLOOM’S TAXONOMY? THERE’S AN APP FOR THAT
A recent e-School News article lists apps associated with Bloom’s Taxonomy and the development of creative thinking skills. To see the app list – 
especially those apps meant to generate ideas, design plans, and produce products, visit http://www.eschoolnews.com/?p=161067?ps=lscott@
arteducators.org-0013000000j0b0z-0033000000q5vZf
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Eastern Suffolk BOCES does not discriminate against any employee, student, applicant for employment, or candidate for enrollment on the basis of sex, gender, 
race, color, religion or creed, age, weight, national origin, marital status, disability, sexual orientation, military or veteran status, domestic violence victim status, 
genetic predisposition or carrier status, or any other classification protected by Federal, State, or local law. Eastern Suffolk BOCES also provides equal access 
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ComplianceOfficers@esboces.org. Inquiries may also be addressed to the Office for Civil Rights at the US Department of Education, 32 Old Slip, 26th Floor, New 
York, NY 10005, 646-428-3800, OCR.NewYork@ed.gov.
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